RESOLUTION NO. 2024-130
VILLAGE OF CALEDONIA

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE VILLAGE OF CALEDONIA TO COMMENCE
PROCEEDINGS TO VACATE A PORTION OF THE UNIMPROVED PUBLIC
RIGHT-OF-WAY FOR NORTH ST. CLAIR STREET

The Village Board of the Village of Caledonia, Racine County, WI, do resolve as follows:

WHEREAS, the property owners located at 713 Royal Park Road and 631 Royal Park
Road have asked the Village to consider vacating a portion of unimproved right-of-way that is
known as North St. Clair Street and was platted as part of the Royal Park Subdivision plat in
1964. The area of the unimproved public right-of-way requested to be vacated is depicted on
Exhibits A included hereto; and

WHEREAS, the North St. Clair Street was platted in this manner to align with a another
segment of St. Clair Street as part of the Beacon View Terrace Subdivision which was recorded
in 1957. However, this right of way has never been extended entirely between these two
Subdivisions due to multiple factors including a Storm Water Management Pond and private
landowner acquisition in-between. This resulted in the Village having public right-of-way
interests that are not necessary for public safety or convenience outside of access for the two
abutting property owners; and

WHEREAS, §66.1003(4), Wisconsin Statutes requires that when right-of-way to be
vacated is located between the lands of different owners, it shall be annexed to the lots to which
it originally belonged if that can be ascertained and in this case the right-of-way originally
belonged to the lands platted in Royal Park Subdivision. As a result, this would go back to the
two abutting property owners; and

WHEREAS, the Village has no need or plans to improve the North St. Clair Street
Right-of-Way in the future and will retain any necessary easements to access to any utilities that
may be located therein;

WHEREAS, the public interest now requires the vacation of the areas as described
above, because they are no longer needed for public right-of-way purposes;

WHEREAS, the Committee of the Whole and Plan Commission recommended the
Village Board proceed with the setting of a public hearing on November 10, 2024 and November
25, 2024, respectively; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: That the Village Board will commence
proceedings pursuant to § 66.1003(4), Wisconsin Statutes, to do the following:

l. Vacate the Unimproved North St. Clair Street Right-of-Way as shown on Exhibit
A attached hereto.

2. The Unimproved North St. Clair Street Right-of-Way when vacated shall be
attached to the Lot 4 on Block 2 and Lot 1 on Block 3 as depicted in Exhibit A.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Village Clerk shall schedule a public hearing
with respect to such vacation on a date not less than 40 days from today’s date, shall publish a
Class 3 notice of the same as provided in § 66.1003(8), Wisconsin Statutes, and shall serve a
copy of the notice on the owners of all of the frontage of the lots and lands abutting on the
portions of the road rights-of-way to be vacated; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Village Clerk shall deliver a copy of this
Resolution to the Secretary of the Wisconsin Department of Transportation and shall also
arrange for the filing of a Lis Pendens incorporating this Resolution in the Racine County
Register of Deeds Office, pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes §§ 66.1003(8)(a) and 840.11,
respectively.

Adopted by the Village Board of the Village of Caledonia, Racine County, Wisconsin, this 1 D
day of December, 2024.

VILLAGE OF CALEDONIA

By: %@‘_Z gzt

Thomas Weatherston
Village President

Attest:




MEMORANDUM

Date: November 12, 2024

To: Committee of the Whole VILLAGE OF
Planning Commission CALEDONIA

Village Board

From: Ryan Schmidt, P.E. -
Village Engineer vy o

Re: N. St. Clair Street - Request to Vacate Unimproved Road Right-of-Way
RECOMMENDATION:

Move to recommend to the Village Board that the Right-of-Way of N. St. Clair Street be
Vacated and the Village Board schedule a Public Hearing.

The Engineering Department has received requests from two property owners to vacate a
portion of Village Owned and unimproved Road Right-of-Way adjacent to Royal Park Road
as provided in Exhibit A. The Right-of-Way is considered North St. Clair Street and is a 66’
wide Road Right-of-Way that was platted with the Royal Park Subdivision in 1964 and is
included hereto as Exhibit B. The property owners are Glenn Stritchko of 713 Royal Park
Road and Shane and Dawn Willison of 631 Royal Park Road which directly abut the Right-of-
Way to the West and East, respectively.

The Road Right of Way lines up with an existing section of St. Clair Street which is located
further south and is part of the Beacon View Terrace Subdivision whichwas recorded in 1957
and the Beacon View Terrace No. 2 Subdivision in 1964. However, there is a large gap in
which the “Mark-Kay Pond” was installed and no future development along this corridor has
occurred since the platting of these subdivisions. The only exception is the properties south
of Johnson Avenue (formerly Mar-Kay Drive). In addition, the property owner of 713 Royal
Park Road purchased a portion of the lot to the south which created a dead end to the Road
Right-of-Way and further restricted any possibility of a road extension.

Currently, the Right-of-Way is partially wooded and contains two separate gravel access
points for each of the abutting lot owners. Their properties were built with garages facing this
future road which has never been built. As a result, Staff believes this property is no longer
of interest to the Village and has effectively become a private access for the two owners. To
formalize this, the property would be vacated and divided in half, where half of the 109’ long
Right-of-Way to be vacated, as included in Exhibit A, would go to each abutting lot owner
per Wisconsin State Statutes 66.1003 and 66.1005. Each half added to the abutting lots
would provide ample space for access to each of the existing property owner’s garages and



allow the owners to improve the space as needed. Staff recommends proceeding with the
process of Vacating this Right-of-Way and scheduling a public hearing as laid out below.

Staff has been working with the Village Attorney to follow the appropriate procedures and
schedules as laid out by State Statutes. Village Staff have also created a legal exhibit and
descriptions for the portion of Right-of-Way to be vacated as included hereto as Exhibit A.
Staff recommends the following schedule based on the information above:

November 12%, 2024 - Committee of the Whole recommends approval of the
Vacation of the Road Right-of-Way and Recommend to the Village Board to Schedule
a Public Hearing.

November 25", 2024 — Plan Commission to recommends approval of the Vacation of
the Road Right-of-Way.

November 26™, 2024 - Village Board Recommends approval and sets a public
hearing date.

January 28™, 2024 - Recommended Public Hearing before the Village Board Meeting.
January 28™, 2024 - Village Board Resolution on the Public Hearing and Final
Vacation of Right-of-Way.
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